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Upcoming Notable events for your calendar: 

Feb 12th – University of Canterbury Public Lecture – Speakers:  

Dr. Armin Rest &  Prof Gautham Narayan on  

Supernova in the early universe with JWST and across 

the Southern sky with LSST, in  Meremere 108 Lecture 

Theatre University of Canterbury, doors open at 

6:30pm 

Feb 17th – CAS Monthly Meeting in Rm 225, Level 2, Ernest 

Rutherford Building – Speaker: Prof David Buckley of 

the South African Astronomical Observatory (SAAO) 

Feb 21st - CAS Members Night @ West Melton observatory 

Mar 17th – CAS AGM 2026, in Rehua 427, University of 

Canterbury 

Mar 19th – 22nd – Stardate South Island, Staveley 
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Editor’s Thoughts  

 And just like that we are already in February 2026!!  

 Rob and I attended the Central Star Party up in Napier/Hastings in January which was filled 

with great talks but NO stars… it rained almost the whole time. I did manage to view the one star 

(our Sun) for a few hours but that was it for me.  Rob being the stalwart astronomer managed to get 

some views between breaks in the clouds during the first night. It is a great star party though as 

you get to meet so many new people (for me anyway). Lots of stories and lots of laughter. This is 

what I really like about astronomy camps – full immersion in astronomy with like minded people 

and if the weather gods are kind, great star gazing. Hopefully we will have great weather for 

Stardate SI which is from March 19 th – 22nd in Staveley. Because it is being held in March this year, 

it will get darker earlier so fingers crossed that we will get great views in a amazing dark sk y site.  

 **Most important for March is the CAS Annual General Meeting where you will vote in a 

new committee and anyone who is interested to be considered for a committee position can let 

Simon know. Anyway, on with the show and I hope you like the articles in this issue . Clear skies 

everyone and keep looking up – Preetha Sreedharan  
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Message from CAS President Simon Lewis for 2026 (Photos courtesy of Mandy Heslop) 

 

  HI all and welcome to 2026! It seems a little late in saying Happy New Year now but HNY 

anyway and I hope you had a good break with your families and friends and got a little astronomy 

done over the holidays! It might have been a "little" amount too given the weather and it was really 

nice this weekend to get out in the sun. Mandy and I headed out to West Melton Community Centre 

on Sunday morning, where there was a kind of meet and greet with community social c lubs and 

groups alongside the small community market there. It was a good event and the clouds cleared to 

give us some stunning views through my Skywatcher Heliostar 76 solar scope.  

 

 

There was lots of interest in CAS and our 

open nights and society activities. There 

were still a lot of locals saying they were 

not aware of the observatory and that 

shows me we still have work to do engaging with the public and still have 

a whole lot more potential in new visitors on Friday nights.   

 

 Meteors were also a hot topic after Friday night's big burn off 

Banks Peninsula and we got a great view of it from the CAS All Sky 7 

camera array. Check out our Facebook page for a video of the fireball, it 

was very impressive and left a huge smokey trail that was visible in the 

moonlight for nearly 10 minutes! The event was widely (and sometimes 

inaccurately) reported in the media and I fended a few media enquiries on 

Saturday and provided some video to Stuff and Radio New Zealand which 

made the publications.  

 

 If you are up early in the mornings you will notice it's getting 

darker slowly as the weeks go by, that means we are heading towards our 
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winter season, open nights and back to crisp milky way views, but there's still plenty of other 

activities on the radar for us before then!  

 

 Not that summer means a stop for the committee!  We have been busy keeping up with 

maintenance at the observatory and Terry installed a new alarm after lightning from a storm killed 

the last one!  We've also replaced our aging water system with a new tank and pump giving us a 

nice strong flow! And a new on demand water heater so we don't have to have a tank and element 

running all the time. Great work team!   

 

 Lifes been busy on the admin side too and I am pleased to announce that our new 

Constitution that we voted on at the SGM in November, was accepted by the Incorporated Societies 

and we are now re-registered and approved. That's a huge weight off my mind as this would have 

had a huge impact on us if we did not make the April 6th deadline and has been a major activity for 

us this year. A big thanks to Brent for his assistance and to the committee for their trust in me to 

get the job done! We can now relax knowing that we don't have that hanging over our (aka my) 

head!! 

 

 The new constitution does give the committee a few new challenges to overcome as the 

changes means voting can now be done online, and, we need to stream the AGM's but that's a 

smaller worry than actually not being registered! It also means that any event l ike weather on an 

AGM night should not impact us from running an appropriately sized attendance. So watch out for 

news on that as we get closer to AGM.  

 

 Enjoy the rest of the summer and see you at CAS as the nights get colder, and the sunsets 

earlier and we can enjoy the dark skies again ! Regards Simon 
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Rob’s Skies by Rob Glassey 
 
 February! The nights are starting to get longer again and the Milky Way is back, high in the 
evening sky. With daylight saving it's still late when it gets dark, so a quick scan of the early evening 
skies is a good option. Bright open clusters are good in twilight or city skies, so let's check out a 
few. 
 

Grab your binoculars/telescope 
Get Stellarium or Sky Safari ready! 

 

• If you haven't seen Matariki  in binoculars this season, now is your last chance!  
 

• The Orion's Belt cluster, Collinder 70, fills the whole of the belt with stars - Binoculars only!  
 

• M35 is an open cluster in Gemini, below Orion. It will be gone soon! For extra challenge, 
there's a faint, small open cluster right beside it in a low power dob field.  
 

• The "37" cluster, NGC2169, in Orion, does look a bit like an upside down "37"! You'll need a 
telescope. 
 

• M36, M37  and M38 open clusters are a low, but fun, binocular hunt. Get in quick!  
 

• M41, the Little Beehive, in the big dog (Canis Major), is fantastic in Binoculars.  

• The Tau Canis Major cluster, NGC 2362, has one very bright star, but a telescope reveals a 
cluster of sparkling stars hidden by it's glare.  
 

• M48 is a big open cluster, pointed to by the bright star Procyon and the other "bright" star of 
Canis Minor. Look for the large equilateral triangle in binoculars as you get closer.  
 

• Comet C/2024 E1 Wierzchos  (V-ye-zsh chosh - is that right John?) is in Grus, moving into 
Sculptor, Low to the South West in the early evening sky. Briefly visible in Binoculars?  
 

 Clear skies  – Rob 
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CAS Outreach for 2026 - Behind the Scenes by Mandy Heslop 
  
 February - We were invited to join the West Melton market on 1 Feb to showcase who we are 
and what we do. Naturally we went along for show and tell! A few giveaways for the kids as well. A 
lot know of CAS and many have visited but so many haven't despite being local. It shows we have a 
lot of work to do to get the CAS word out!  
 
 March - We've been asked to visit a Scout group having a camp in Waddington in March. 
Space related fun will be involved so of course we're happy to support and share our love of the 
night sky! We'll have a few things up our sleeve to entertain even if it's cloudy .  
 
 April - In April we'll attend the Yuri market at the Air Force Museum in Wigram hosted by the 
Rocketeers. Always a fun and busy event!  
 
 From May onwards = After daylight savings we'll be back into our Open Nights and private 
groups. Fingers crossed for more clear skies this season please!  
 
 July - Kidsfest in the July school holidays. We hope for a couple of cloudy nights this time 
because 13 nights in a row can be tiring!  
 
 November - November brings the hugely busy Hororata Highland Games again. With over 
10,000 visitors this a great event for us!  
 
 Other opportunities will knock throughout the year and we'll always do what we can to 
promote CAS.  

 
AND WE NEED YOU! We love to have our members come along and meet the public. Don't be shy. 

Even one event can be a huge help. It's fun and exciting! So reach out. Especially Friday open 
nights. Nothing beats the joy of others seeing Saturn for the first ti me. We can set the scope you 

just need to verbally guide them to the eyepiece. Easy!  
  
 Lastly, don't forget members nights at the end of each month. BBQ is available for you to 
cook your tea. Look forward to seeing a lot of you out there  – Mandy  
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STARDATE SOUTH ISLAND 2026 

 Registrations for Stardate S.I. 2026 is OPEN - Check out the Facebook page: "Stardate SI 2026",  

or email “campmother.stardatesi@gmail.com” for details.  

 Stardate SI organisers are also calling for presenters for 2026, so if you are interested in doing a 

talk, or just a short soapbox talk, please email Rob: rob@cas.org.nz 

 

UNIVERSITY OF CANTERBURY PUBLIC LECTURE 

“Supernova in the early universe with JWST and across the Southern sky with LSST” 

Thursday, February 12th 

Meremere 108 Lecture Theatre University of Canterbury 

Free, Doors open at 6:30pm, Talk starts at 7:00pm 

Speakers: Dr Armin Rest & Prof Gautham Narayan 

  

 This invitation is from Dr Ryan Ridden of the University of Canterbury to a public lecture on “Supernova in the 

early universe with JWST and across the Southern sky with LSST” on Thursday delivered by two world leading experts 

in supernova astronomy. We are in a golden age of supernova astronomy, now able to discover the earliest 

explosions in the Universe, and soon we will find millions of supernovae in the Southern sky. In this joint public talk, 

we will hear about the incredible discoveries made by NASA’s James Webb Space Telescope (JWST) from Dr. Armin 

Rest, followed by an overview of what to expect from the Vera Rubin Observatory’s 10-year Legacy Survey of Space 

and Time (LSST) by Professor Gautham Narayan. Join us on the 12th of February in Meremere 108 at the University of 

Canterbury, doors open 6:30pm with the talk commencing at 7:00pm 
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CAS Monthly Meeting venues for 2026 at the University of Canterbury 

– It’s a bit of a mix so do make sure you make a note of it and head to the right room! 

Date Location Speaker 

17/2/2026 Ernest Rutherford 225 Prof David Buckley, South African Astronomical Observatory 
(SAAO) and ex-CAS member 

17/3/2026 Rehua 427 Technology Workshop CAS AGM 2026 

21/4/2026 Jack Erskine 111 To be advised 

19/5/2026 Jack Erskine 111 To be advised 

16/6/2026 Jack Erskine 111 To be advised 

21/7/2026 Ernest Rutherford 225 To be advised 

18/8/2026 Jack Erskine 111 To be advised 

15/9/2026 Jack Erskine 111 To be advised 

20/10/2026 Ernest Rutherford 225 To be advised 

17/11/2026 Ernest Rutherford 225 To be advised 
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Members Interest Section  
This section is for members who have as an interest under the umbrella of Astronomy.  Your interests 
could be around Meteors / Comets / Photometry / Solar observing / Photography / Telescope 
building / Spectroscopy / Aurora’s / Occultation's / Variable Stars / Satellite tracking / Lunar 
observations/ Jupiter impact monitoring / Radio Astronomy / Eclipses . You are welcome to share 
your thoughts and see who other like minded people would like to join you. You can f orm your own 
interest section. Below are a few members who have started their  own interests sections. You can 
also use the CAS forum to discuss other ideas to check out who else would be interested  in starting a 
new members interest section.   
 

• Tune into Jupiter or the Sun with Radio Astronomy   
Radio astronomy can be done during the day and even cloudy nights. Terry has built a receiver and 
with his computer can log activity of the Sun and Jupiter.  
For more information contact Terry Richardson, email: vice.president@cas.org.nz Cell: 021 776 458 
 

• Bounce Signals off the Moon  
Beam a signal at the Moon or at a lunar orbiting satellite  
For more information contact Simon Lewis Vice, email: president@cas.org.nz Cell: 022 640 6649  
 

• Spectroscopy  
CAS has recently purchased a diffraction grating which can be attached to a telescope eyepiece or 
camera on the telescope. The grating, like a prism, spreads the light from starlight into component 
colours (distribution of wavelengths). Thus begins the eng aging look into the not so private lives of 
stars, nebulas and galaxies.  
For more information contact Ray Pointon, email: rpointon@cyberxpress.co.nz 

 

 
Other Information 

*****   IMPORTANT NOTE - UC PARKING ****** 

 There are bollards now installed by the Rehua Building and these will be raised at 6pm daily till 7am. Do not 

park in the areas by these as you risk getting locked in!  Please note its just this one area where the EV chargers are 

located that has been protected by bollards. All the rest of the campus remains the same. Be wary where you are 

parking!! The map at this link shows where accessibility parks are >>> https://www.canterbury.ac.nz/about-uc/our-

campus-and-environment/maps 

 

 CASMag will be published every alternate month and will contain information on CAS activities, articles 

contributions from CAS members, monthly star charts. I’d like to invite members new and experienced, young and 

mature to send in your contributions, can be short articles (50 – 100 words) on what your experience has been being 

a CAS member, what you have learnt, what astronomy projects you’re working on etc. Send your contributions to 

Editor@cas.org.nz by the 3rd week of the month at the latest.  

mailto:rpointon@cyberxpress.co.nz
https://www.canterbury.ac.nz/about-uc/our-campus-and-environment/maps
https://www.canterbury.ac.nz/about-uc/our-campus-and-environment/maps
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Application for Membership  

 If you wish to apply for CAS membership, then please head on over to our website https://cas.org.nz/register 

to register and apply for membership. 

Contacts information:  

For Public Group Bookings - bookings@cas.org.nz  

CAS COMMITTEE AND OFFICERS 2025/2026 

President:  Simon Lewis president@cas.org.nz  

Vice President:  Terry Richardson vice.president@cas.org.nz  

Treasurer:   Brent Schroeder treasurer@cas.org.nz  

Secretary:   Mandy Heslop secretary@cas.org.nz  

Observatory Director:  Brent Schroeder  observatory.director@cas.org.nz  

Editor:  Preetha Sreedharan editor@cas.org.nz  

Membership Secretary:  Dale Kershaw membership@cas.org.nz  

Librarian:  Ray Pointon librarian@cas.org.nz  

Web Master: Orlon Petterson casweb@cas.org.nz  

Committee Members: Gary Steel member2@cas.org.nz  

  Jason Kruger member1@cas.org.nz  

You can also see the contact information page on www.cas.org.nz  

CAS Mailing address:   
Canterbury Astronomical Society Inc.  
218 Bells Rd, West Melton 7671 
Web: www.cas.org.nz  
Canterbury Astronomical Society Facebook Group: www.facebook.com/groups/CanterburyAstronomicalSociety 

 

https://cas.org.nz/register

