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Upcoming Notable events for your calendar: 

Mar 3rd  - Full Lunar Eclipse, Public Night @ West Melton    
Doors open @930 pm for gold coin donation – 
weather permitting 

Mar 17th – CAS AGM 2026, in Rehua 427, University of 
Canterbury 

Mar 18th  – RASNZ Beatrice Tinsley Public lecture “Astronomy vs. 
the Billionaire Space Race”, The Undercroft at the 
University of Canterbury (Gr Floor, Puaka James Hight 
Building) from 7pm – 9pm 

Mar 19th – 22nd – Stardate South Island, Staveley 
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             The Night Sky in March by Alan  

 Gilmore 

Editor’s Thoughts  

 A special edition of CASMag for March as we have a few events to bring to your attention 

which just would not fit  into an email. 

 Weather gods permitting, CAS will be opening its doors to the public for the Full Lunar 

Eclipse on Tuesday March 3 rd. More on this full lunar eclipse later on. The action really starts a bit 

past everyone’s bedtime but there won’t be another FULL lunar eclipse like this for another 2 year! 

If the clouds play ball and stay away, we will get a nice show, not to mention there’s the parade of 

planets to see. TELL YOUR FRIENDS.  If West Melton is too far, then get outside, look up and enjoy.  

 **Most important for March is the CAS Annual General Meeting on March 17th – catch up on 

all that CAS got up to in 2025, vote in a new committee and get up to speed on what your society 

will be doing in 2026. Anyone who is interested in being a committee member, please let Simon 

know you’d like to join the posse. There’s also the RASNZ Beatrice Tinsley public lecture  on March 

18th on the problem of satellite proliferation – aka “space litter”. Lastly, we have Stardate South 

Island (SI)  from March 19 th – 22nd in Staveley. It’s an amazing dark sky site and my source has 

indicated there are some great talks in the works :D  

 Anyway, clear skies everyone and keep looking up – Preetha  
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March 3 rd starring “The Moon”  – by Preetha Sreedharan (Thanks for NASA for supplying the extra 

details) 

 Total lunar eclipses are not uncommon, but each is still quite amazing. The coming Full Lunar 

Eclipse on Tuesday night will be visible from anywhere in New Zealand, anywhere not under clouds 

that is. Currently, the forecast appears hopeful although things can change. CAS will announce via 

Facebook and the forum as to whether the public night at the observatory is a go closer to the time. 

A lunar eclipse occurs when the Earth passes directly between the Sun and Moon, casting an earth-

sized shadow across the lunar surface turning the Moon , always in Full moon phase, a deep reddish-

orange. At total eclipse the moon will appear red hence the name 'blood moon'. Phones and camera 

are better at capturing the red and to our naked eyes the red may not be as intense.  No special 

equipment needed except a spot of clear sky in the vicinity of the moon.  Binoculars are great to 

have a closer look. Having viewed a few eclipses, I do advice a nice comfortable viewing position – 

lying on your back looking up at the moon or even better a recliner chair would be ideal. I have a 

moon chair which is just the best for a lunar eclipse. Here are some timings to help you optimize 

your time: 

- 9.44pm the partial eclipse begins: The moon begins to darken as Earth's main shadow moves 

across it. To the naked eye, it looks like a bite is being taken out of the lunar disk. The part of the 

Moon inside the umbra appears very dark.  

- 12.04am Wednesday 4 March - Total eclipse begins: The moon is fully in Earth's shadow and 

appears red. As Earth's shadow dampens the moon’s light , other DSOs and constellations may be 

easier to spot than they usually would be during a full Moon.  

 At the time of the eclipse, the Moon will be in the constellation Leo,  more specifically 

positioned so that Leo will look like he’s sporting a giant red ornament above his hind paw. If you 

can make Leo out in the sky, it’ll be no problem seeing this :D Wherever you are on Tuesday March 

3rd, I hope you enjoy this lovely and amazing ballet starring our lovely moon. Just for fun, here is a 

visualization of what we would see if we were on the surface of the moon during a Lunar eclipse on 

earth.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6YORyBZ7qJ8
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Great Talks in February – by Preetha Sreedharan 

 In February we had the chance to listen to some interesting “behind the scenes” talks about 

the design, construction and commissioning of telescopes, namely the James Webb telescope, the 

Vera Rubin observatory and the South African Large telescope. While we usually hear about the 

amazing discoveries from the James Webb telescope, Dr Armin Rest from the Space Telescope 

Science Institute gave a wonderful talk about how the James Web started as a drawing on a napkin 

and transformed into the beautiful telescope with its array of mirrors currently sitting out in space 

looking back in time. At the same public talk, Prof Gautham Narayan gave an account of the Vera 

Rubin Observatory’s 10-year Legacy Survey of Space and Time (LSST) and shared a very, very cool 

video of how the mirror was silvered. These two telescopes, one in space and one on earth, each 

expanding our view and understanding of the universe. These two talks were organized by 

University of Canterbury ’s Prof Ryan Ridden.  

 Thanks to Orlon, we had Prof David Buckley at our CAS February meeting.  David gave a great 

presentation on his journey from how he went from being a young CAS member to become a prolific 

professional astronomer who continues to work in cutting edge astronomy research across the 

world. David’s talk also included his experience on how the South African Large Telescope (SALT) 

came into being and the visits he made to the many many famous telescopes around the world to 

inform the design of the SALT. 

 I’d like to take this opportunity  to thank Orlon, who works tirelessly each month to find a 
speaker for our CAS meetings. He has always found someone to give an awesome astronomy talk.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

 4        |  March 2026  |  CASMag 

Rob’s Skies for March – by Rob Glassey 

 Preetha and I got our Seestar S30pro recently. It has a huge 2.25 x 4 degree wide field view 

which has inspired me to hunt down fields with multiple interesting objects in one view. This is part 

of the fun of any wide field telescope. Rather than looking a t detail of a single object we see a 

wider perspective showing relationships and contrasts between different objects, and how they sit 

against the wider background. This month I'll focus on a few of these.   

 NGC2451 and NGC2477 are a wonderful pair of open clusters. NGC2451 is big bold and bright, 

with an intense orange star at its centre, while NGC2477 is quite the contrast. It is more subtle (and 

harder to see with light pollution) but its and intensely rich  open cluster with over 300 stars, right 

beside the bright blue star b Puppis. They stand out against the beautifully rich part of the milky 

way near the star Naos, especially under dark skies.  

 

  

  NGC2451 & NGC2477 
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 A similar pairing is Messier 47 and Messier 46, also in Puppis. As a bonus, high power and 

dark skies can reveal the tiny planetary nebula NGC2438 that is in front of M46 (but much closer). 

It's a challenge to spot visually, but a nebula filter can help. A s a further bonus there's another 

loose open cluster right beside M47, NGC2423. That's a bit of a challenge too.   

 

 Another interesting pairing is in Musca, where globular cluster NGC4372 meets the Dark 

Doodad! NGC4372 does not have a bright core. It is a diffuse haze of light that is almost ghost like 

beside a bight magnitude 6 star. At higher power a modest size teles cope can resolve it into a 

delicate sprinkling of fine stars. Under dark skies, binoculars will reveal a dark dust lane that runs  

beside NGC4372, descriptively known as the Dark Doodad!    

   M47 & M46 
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 The familiar Jewel Box, NGC4755, hides a secret sibling, NGC 4852, much fainter, about 1 

degree north east of the Jewel Box. It forms a flat isosceles triangle with the nearby southern cross 

star, Mimosa. Also look for the magnitude 8 vivid red/orange carb on star Ruby Crusis (DY Crusis), 

right next to Mimosa.  

 Finally, the big, bold and bright open cluster IC2601, the Southern Pleiades or Theta Carinae 

Cluster, also hides the much fainter (magnitude 8) open cluster Melotte 101 (Collinder 227) on it's 

southern side. This is pretty challenging!   

 

   The Dark Doodad 
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STARDATE SOUTH ISLAND 2026 

 Registrations for Stardate S.I. 2026 is OPEN - Check out the Facebook page: "Stardate SI 2026",  

or email “campmother.stardatesi@gmail.com” for details.  

 Stardate SI organisers are also calling for presenters for 2026, so if you are interested in doing a 

talk, or just a short soapbox talk, please email Rob: rob@cas.org.nz 

 

CAS Monthly Meeting venues for 2026 at the University of Canterbury 

– It’s a bit of a mix so do make sure you make a note of it and head to the right room! 

Date Location Speaker 

17/2/2026 Ernest Rutherford 225 Prof David Buckley, South African Astronomical Observatory 
(SAAO) and ex-CAS member 

17/3/2026 Rehua 427 Technology Workshop CAS AGM 2026 

21/4/2026 Jack Erskine 111 To be advised 

19/5/2026 Jack Erskine 111 To be advised 

16/6/2026 Jack Erskine 111 To be advised 

21/7/2026 Ernest Rutherford 225 To be advised 

18/8/2026 Jack Erskine 111 To be advised 

15/9/2026 Jack Erskine 111 To be advised 

20/10/2026 Ernest Rutherford 225 To be advised 

17/11/2026 Ernest Rutherford 225 To be advised 
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From CAS Membership - CAS Membership subscriptions are due 1st April 2026 

Payment by either, bank deposit or eftpos at a meeting. If by bank deposit, please use your name and membership as 

a reference so it can be matched to your membership. (if you know your member number please use this). Also 

advise any of your contact detail changes for your membership (e.g.: address, phone number) to 

membership@cas.org.nz 

 

 

mailto:membership@cas.org.nz
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Members Interest Section  
This section is for members who have as an interest under the umbrella of Astronomy.  Your interests 
could be around Meteors / Comets / Photometry / Solar observing / Photography / Telescope 
building / Spectroscopy / Aurora’s / Occultation's / Variable Stars / Satellite tracking / Lunar 
observations/ Jupiter impact monitoring / Radio Astronomy / Eclipses . You are welcome to share 
your thoughts and see who other like minded people would like to join you. You can f orm your own 
interest section. Below are a few members who have started their own int erests sections. You can 
also use the CAS forum to discuss other ideas to check out who else would be interested  in starting a 
new members interest section.   
 

• Tune into Jupiter or the Sun with Radio Astronomy   
Radio astronomy can be done during the day and even cloudy nights. Terry has built a receiver and 
with his computer can log activity of the Sun and Jupiter.  
For more information contact Terry Richardson, email: vice.president@cas.org.nz Cell: 021 776 458 
 

• Bounce Signals off the Moon  
Beam a signal at the Moon or at a lunar orbiting satellite  
For more information contact Simon Lewis Vice, email: president@cas.org.nz Cell: 022 640 6649  
 

• Spectroscopy  
CAS has recently purchased a diffraction grating which can be attached to a telescope eyepiece or 
camera on the telescope. The grating, like a prism, spreads the light from starlight into component 
colours (distribution of wavelengths). Thus begins the eng aging look into the not so private lives of 
stars, nebulas and galaxies.  
For more information contact Ray Pointon, email: rpointon@cyberxpress.co.nz 

 

 
Other Information 

*****   IMPORTANT NOTE - UC PARKING ****** 

 There are bollards now installed by the Rehua Building and these will be raised at 6pm daily till 7am. Do not 

park in the areas by these as you risk getting locked in!  Please note its just this one area where the EV chargers are 

located that has been protected by bollards. All the rest of the campus remains the same. Be wary where you are 

parking!! The map at this link shows where accessibility parks are >>> https://www.canterbury.ac.nz/about-uc/our-

campus-and-environment/maps 

 

 CASMag will be published every alternate month and will contain information on CAS activities, articles 

contributions from CAS members, monthly star charts. I’d like to invite members new and experienced, young and 

mature to send in your contributions, can be short articles (50 – 100 words) on what your experience has been being 

a CAS member, what you have learnt, what astronomy projects you’re working on etc. Send your contributions to 

Editor@cas.org.nz by the 3rd week of the month at the latest.  

mailto:rpointon@cyberxpress.co.nz
https://www.canterbury.ac.nz/about-uc/our-campus-and-environment/maps
https://www.canterbury.ac.nz/about-uc/our-campus-and-environment/maps
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Application for Membership  

 If you wish to apply for CAS membership, then please head on over to our website https://cas.org.nz/register 

to register and apply for membership. 

Contacts information:  

For Public Group Bookings - bookings@cas.org.nz  

CAS COMMITTEE AND OFFICERS 2025/2026 

President:  Simon Lewis president@cas.org.nz  

Vice President:  Terry Richardson vice.president@cas.org.nz  

Treasurer:   Brent Schroeder treasurer@cas.org.nz  

Secretary:   Mandy Heslop secretary@cas.org.nz  

Observatory Director:  Brent Schroeder  observatory.director@cas.org.nz  

Editor:  Preetha Sreedharan editor@cas.org.nz  

Membership Secretary:  Dale Kershaw membership@cas.org.nz  

Librarian:  Ray Pointon librarian@cas.org.nz  

Web Master: Orlon Petterson casweb@cas.org.nz  

Committee Members: Gary Steel member2@cas.org.nz  

  Jason Kruger member1@cas.org.nz  

You can also see the contact information page on www.cas.org.nz  

CAS Mailing address:   
Canterbury Astronomical Society Inc.  
218 Bells Rd, West Melton 7671 
Web: www.cas.org.nz  
Canterbury Astronomical Society Facebook Group: www.facebook.com/groups/CanterburyAstronomicalSociety 

 

https://cas.org.nz/register

