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Upcoming Notable events for your calendar: 

Aug 5, 12, 19 & 26  – Wednesday Group bookings 

Aug 7, 14, 21 & 28 – Friday Public Open Nights 

WE NEED YOU!! 

** Please volunteer for at least Wed and/or Friday nights – it really 
helps share the load & helps CAS outreach efforts – subscribe to 
Forum on CAS website to keep updated** 

Aug 12 – 13th – Peak of Perseid Meteor Shower 

Aug 18th –  CAS Monthly Meeting, Jack Erskine 111 @7:30pm 

- New Astronomers session 630 – 730 pm run by Orlon Petterson 

- Meeting Speaker: Marcos Van Dam - Taking the twinkle out of 
the stars: adaptive optics on extremely large telescopes 

Aug 22nd -  CAS Members Night at the Observatory 600pm onwards 

  Inside this August 2026 Issue 

   
Pg 2      Call for images for 2027 CAS Calendar 
 
Pg 3 - 4  Inspiring Future Astronomers: A Stellar Matariki  
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Pg 5       CAS Bonfire photos 
 
Pg 5        CAS Monthly Meeting venues for rest of 2026 
                
Pg 6       CAS Membership information      

 
Pg 7 - 12 The Night Sky in August by Alan Gilmore 

Editor’s Thoughts  

 I was out of the country for first half of July and missed all the epic nasty weather. This made 

for a somewhat dismal 1 st week of Kids Fest until the clouds relented a little bit on July 10 th!! The 

second week was much better and we had a few nights of really clear night and all the Kids Fest 

nights that went ahead were fully subscribed!! Thank you to ALL the volunteers who came out to 

support Kids Fest and your ongoing support for our public  outreach program. The normal 

Wednesday group nights and Friday Public Open nights have resumed and will go on until end of 

September – so plenty more nights to volunteer to those interested. In this issue , a reminder to 

submit your astrophoto for the 2027 CAS calendar. Mandy has also written on her and John’s 

outreach to Tamariki at Redcliffs kindergarten.  Mandy has been busy and has also put together a 

collage of the night we lit the bonfire at CAS!! Don’t forget that this month we have the Perseid 

Meteor Shower. This zippy light show will  peak August 12 -13th and for us, it will be best in the early 

morning especially since it will be a very new moon      Grab a rug, a hot water bottle and find a nice 

dark spot to see how many meteors you can spot – don’t  forget to do a “go away cloud dance” in 

the days before. The Perseid meteor shower happen s each year as the earth flies through the debris 

of comet Swift-Tuttle. Make sure to check out Alan Gilmore’s “Night Sky in August” for other 

wonderful things to see in our lovely winter sky. Until the next issue, clear skies everyone – Preetha  
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Inspiring Future Astronomers: A Stellar Matariki Outreach  – by Mandy Heslop  

 When Bays Kindergarten in Redcliffs reached out for a Matariki celebration, Canterbury 

Astronomical Society member John Pickering jumped at the chance to share the wonders of the 

night sky. Armed with his telescope, John completely captivated the eager cro wd of young tamariki 

and parents alike. He gave the Kindy a special Matariki pukapuka (book) and plenty of space stickers 

for the tamariki!  

 The special event kicked off with an engaged audience gathered inside, where John shared 

his stellar knowledge and set the perfect tone for Matariki.  

 
 

 Outside on the lawn, the excitement continued as the children got a thrilling, close -up look 

through the telescope.  

 The event was a massive success, wrapped up perfectly with a lovely, handwritten thank -you 

note from the kindergarten celebrating the donated book and stickers that were a total hit.  
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 As the kindergarten beautifully put 

it: "Let's hope we have inspired 

future astronomers!" A massive 

thank you to John for volunteering 

his time, spreading the CAS word, 

and delivering such a meaningful 

community outreach event.  
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Thanks to Mandy for the photos of the bonfire we lit 

at the observatory for members night on July 25th. 

Despite the rain, thanks to Terry’s judicious use of 

accelerants, we had a lovely blazing bonfire to toast 

our marshmallows.  

 

 

CAS Monthly Meeting venues for the rest of 2026 at the University of Canterbury 

– It’s a bit of a mix so do make sure you make a note of it and head to the right room! 

Date Location Speaker 

18/8/2026 Jack Erskine 111 Marcos Van Dam - Taking the twinkle out of the stars: adaptive 
optics on extremely large telescopes 

15/9/2026 Jack Erskine 111 Paula Jofre – Topic to be advised 

20/10/2026 Ernest Rutherford 225 Ryan Ridden – Topic to be advised 

17/11/2026 Ernest Rutherford 225 To be advised 
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From CAS Membership - CAS Membership subscriptions were due 1st April 2026 

Payment by either, bank deposit or eftpos at a meeting. If by bank deposit, please use your name and membership 

as a reference so it can be matched to your membership. (if you know your member number please use this). Also 

advise any of your contact detail changes for your membership (e.g.: address, phone number) to 

membership@cas.org.nz 

 

 

mailto:membership@cas.org.nz
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Members Interest Section  
This section is for members who have as an interest under the umbrella of Astronomy.  Your interests 
could be around Meteors / Comets / Photometry / Solar observing / Photography / Telescope 
building / Spectroscopy / Aurora’s / Occultation's / Variable Stars / Satellite tracking / Lunar 
observations/ Jupiter impact monitoring / Radio Astronomy / Eclipses . You are welcome to share 
your thoughts and see who other like minded people would like to join you. You can f orm your own 
interest section. Below are a few members who have started their own interests sections.  You can 
also use the CAS forum to discuss other ideas to check out who else would be interested  in starting a 
new members interest section.   
 

• Tune into Jupiter or the Sun with Radio Astronomy   
Radio astronomy can be done during the day and even cloudy nights. Terry has built a receiver and 
with his computer can log activity of the Sun and Jupiter.  
For more information contact Terry Richardson, email: president@cas.org.nz Cell: 021 776 458 
 

• Bounce Signals off the Moon  
Beam a signal at the Moon or at a lunar orbiting satellite  
For more information email: president@cas.org.nz  
 

• Spectroscopy  
CAS has recently purchased a diffraction grating which can be attached to a telescope eyepiece or 
camera on the telescope. The grating, like a prism, spreads the light from starlight into component 
colours (distribution of wavelengths). Thus begins the eng aging look into the not so private lives of 
stars, nebulas and galaxies.  
For more information contact Ray Pointon, email: rpointon@cyberxpress.co.nz 
 
Other Information 

*****   IMPORTANT NOTE - UC PARKING ****** 

 There are bollards now installed by the Rehua Building and these will be raised at 6pm daily till 7am. Do not 

park in the areas by these as you risk getting locked in!  Please note its just this one area where the EV chargers are 

located that has been protected by bollards. All the rest of the campus remains the same. Be wary where you are 

parking!! The map at this link shows where accessibility parks are >>> https://www.canterbury.ac.nz/about-uc/our-

campus-and-environment/maps 

 

 CASMag will be published every alternate month at the very least but if there are sufficient articles of interest 

submitted, CASMag can be published monthly. CASMag will contain information on CAS activities, articles 

contributed by CAS members or others with interest in astronomy which members may find interesting, monthly 

star charts. Members new and experienced, young and mature are invited to send in your contributions and these 

can be short articles (50 – 100 words) on what your experience has been being a CAS member, what you have 

learnt, what astronomy projects you’re working on, astronomy or astronomy related images etc. Send your 

contributions to Editor@cas.org.nz by the 3rd week of the month at the latest.  

mailto:rpointon@cyberxpress.co.nz
https://www.canterbury.ac.nz/about-uc/our-campus-and-environment/maps
https://www.canterbury.ac.nz/about-uc/our-campus-and-environment/maps
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Application for Membership  

 If you wish to apply for CAS membership, then please head on over to our website https://cas.org.nz/register 

to register and apply for membership. 

Contacts information:  

For Public Group Bookings - bookings@cas.org.nz  

CAS COMMITTEE AND OFFICERS 2026/2027 

President:  Terry Richardson president@cas.org.nz  

Vice President:  Rob Glassey vice.president@cas.org.nz  

Treasurer:   Brent Schroeder treasurer@cas.org.nz  

Secretary:   Mandy Heslop secretary@cas.org.nz  

Observatory Director:  Jason Kruger  observatory.director@cas.org.nz  

Editor:  Preetha Sreedharan editor@cas.org.nz  

Membership Secretary:  Dale Kershaw membership@cas.org.nz  

Librarian:  Ray Pointon librarian@cas.org.nz  

Digital Services Officer : Orlon Petterson casweb@cas.org.nz  

Committee Members: Gary Steel TBC  

  Marc Bunyan TBC  

You can also see the contact information page on www.cas.org.nz  

CAS Mailing address:   
Canterbury Astronomical Society Inc.  
218 Bells Rd, West Melton 7671 
 
Web: www.cas.org.nz  
 
Canterbury Astronomical Society Facebook Group: www.facebook.com/groups/CanterburyAstronomicalSociety 

 

https://cas.org.nz/register

